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HES

~ Qwner: Congregation of Hebron Church RN

: Datet lThO and 1802, with later alterations.

“Condition: Good
.. Deseription: The church is frame, one-story, with gable roofs. The main
' part of the building is said to date from 17HO and the transept
from 1802, Victorian slterations deprive the building of an early
aspect. The survey photograph shows a picket gate and style that
- lead to the churchyard.
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HTSTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
HEBRON LUTHERAN CHURCH HABS No. VA-411

Addendum to one data page and one photograph previously transmitted to the

Library of Congress in 1937.

Location:

Present Owner and Qccupant:

Present Use:

Significance:

State Routes 638 and 653, Madison vicinity,
Madison County, Virginia.

Trustees of Hebron Lutheran Church

Restored and renovated and in use for Sunday
services. _

Hebron Lutheran Church is one of four surviving
wooden churches of Virginia's colonial  heritage.
Constructed in 1740 by German settlers in the
Madison region near the Robinson River, at the
time the church and its community represented the
western-most outpost of the Virginia frontier,

The church is architecturally notable for its
hewn shipwright's roof truss, an 1802 Tannenberg
concert organ, and the cornate frescoed ceiling
from the Victeorian era.

The church is historically notable for having the
distinction of being the oldest Lutheran Church
in continucus use by its congregation in the
United States. It is structurally sound but in
need of plastering and paint.
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nistory of Hebron Church

The HYebron Church of today is c¢cruciform
in z2lan, constructed with heavy timber framing, hori-
zonal claptoardinzg and two intersecting gavle roofs,
When it was first bullt in 1740 the structure measured
fifty feet long by twenty-six feet wide by thirty feet
high., This original bullding now serves as the transept,
or the east/west axis of the cruciform plan. The nave
and gallery to the south which completed tne cruciform
plan were additions made circa 1800 to the rectangular
original., A small vestry was built on the north side
of the 1740 church, but it was replaced by a larger
vestry {twelve by fourteen feet) in 1961.

According to early church records, tnere were
originally three doorways on the south, east, and west
elevations leadinz iInto the sanctuary. The puipit was
positioned against the north wall in the center of the
chancel, net to the rilght side of the chancel were it
1s seen today.

The heavy timter framing in tnis domestic
looking church was hewn by arpeﬁ*ers in the congrega-
tion. The year of the church's dedication, "174%0", was
carved into the summer beam nearest the eastern wall.
gecently the date has been painted onto The oveam. The
carvirz is no longer apgparent. ‘

The east and west doorways are off-center To
tne south zbout two feet, in order to position the aisle
away from the center columns supporting ithe galleries,
The zallery columns which siand near the center of the
tra ep would have olisected tne alisle had the aisle
beeﬂ positioned along the central axis.

3etween the years 175C-1502 the malor addition
of the southern nave and gallery was constructed. The:
south organ gallery measures twenty-six feet east-west
Hy txenty four feet north-south. Also during this period
of construction the fine Tannenterg orzan was orought
from Fennsylvania and installed in the new-gallery,
The orgzan can still be heard at Sunday morning service,
tnlixe the hewn timbers used 1in the or45*|al churen:
suilding, the southern wing was oullt with macnine sawn
timbers, The interior cornice werk in this section of
tne church dates from this geriod. '




Hebron Lutheran Church page
HABS No. VA- 411

--. The original 1740 bhox pews were removed in L850
and replaced with the Dbench rews now in use, Trhe raised
ranals from the removed box Lews were reused for tne
fronts of the three galleries and as the wainscoting
along the walls., An examination of the walnscoting in a
1961 rennovation confirmed this fact, when it was re-
vealed that the nidden backs of the wainscoting were
painted the same color as the exposed fronts. 1t was
concluded that the bacxs had once been oren to view as
they would have oeen whnen serving as oox rews. Tne rail
in front of the pew nearest the vestry consisted of
a simple timber with a curtain hung over it during the
colonial era. It was replaced in the early 1900's with
a so0lid wooden ranal. The hardwood floors of the twd
orizinal galleries atove the east/west wings are purpgorted
to be original, wnhile the stalirs and the ground *loor
nave teen replaced with new timbers and carpet as recent-
ly as 1961,

The skeletal memcers 1in the colonial braced-frame
construction are still intact and can be examined closely
in the roof trusses avove the plaster ceiling. Access to
the roof truss is found througn a small hatch in tae

o ceiling to the rear of the east gallery. Handmade nzils

.__ _ and wooden pegs found in the trusses confirm tne authen-
ticity of the early colonial construction when this
building method was typical. In 1961 when tne clapboard-
ing was replaced on the exterior skin, roman numerals
were seen on tre framing memters in the wall, These
numpers would have been used to identify joints and to
lnsure that eacn member was aligned rrocerly zefore
installation.

The two east/west galleries are each SULLo
a single column fositioned near the center of the
sgan. The column on the west 1is sald to e the or
and can be icdentified by the chamferinz with "lia
tongue"” and the exaggerated entasis. The east co
been replaced with a lige copy. The southern 3=
which contains the organ improved upon the desiz
the east/west galleries by spacing two columns, lnstead
of one,on both sides of the center aisle. This sclved
the problem of the column obstructing the alsle. Ihe
columns beneath the southern gallery are similar in slize
~to the others but without the entasishnd fine handcar-
ving.,
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All of the windows are sguare-neaded, variled in
size, and placed atypically. Large nine-over-nine wirdows
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were installed originally on the north wall on each

side of the centrally glaced chancel. To the outer

sides of the larzge windows a smaller window was abutted.
High up near the peaik of the gable ends, east and west,
another large window was put, conspicuously unaligned
with the axis of the door below. These two gable windows
once lit the slave galleries when the nigh roof truss
celling was unoobscured by the later addition of the
lowered plaster ceiling. Today only a small part of the
extended ceiling remains open above the organ loft.

The conversion to a low, norizonal, plastered ceiling

was made in the late 1bOO s to accomodate mural raintings.
Tnough the murals that now adorn the celiling are attractive,
it is unfortunate that the modification was made at the
expense of covering up the expertly crafted roof truss
system,

Two artists contrituted to the ornate designs
that were added to the church's interior during the
Victorian era. The first set of murals was paintea by
Francls Staling of Harrisonburg in 1270, The second set
of designs were executed by a more famous artist, Giuseppe
Qddenino. r., Cddenino was also responsible for other
elavorate raintings in the Mitchell's Fresbyterlan Church
ir neightoring Culpegpger County. Zls work at Hebron Churcn
consisted of six large parals over the cnancel and nave,
completed in 1loe§., Four of Oddenino’'s panals survive today
despite tne many alterations made to tne building since
then, The earlier work bty ir. Staling,sadly,were lost to
changes made oenirnd the pulplt and under the galleries,

The roof truss system of the 1739 churcn bullding
remain intact and sound. The joint details and the curved
shape of each hewned timber make the truss the most LntereSu-
ing construction asgpect of tne structure, The bell-shaped
roof line 1is apparent in the subtle "kick" near the eaves
on the standing seam tin roof., An outrigzer on the inside
truss frame 1s spliced off each rafter to account for the
"kick" seen from the exterior.

The pulpit once took the shape of a zoolet with: _
a sounding board mounted from the rear wall., It was replaced'
in 1650, again in 1870, and most recently in 1961 as the
liturgies and years of wear required rebulding. In locy4 new
$ills were installed in the windows, the now-replaced rnorth
vestry room was rebuilt, and the standing seam roof ard
modern blinds added. The church was wired for electriclty
as late as 1935 wnhen the floors werg rennovated and toe
pews rebullt for the third time,.
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The original foundation consisted of many stone
piers which were filled in in 1870 to become a contin-
uous stone foundation wall., The stonework was removed
: and replaced with concrete block and brick veneer in
N restoration work done in 1961, The small nartnex on the
' " southern elevation was Jjoined to the nave at this time,

1 Trhe highlight of the 1790-1802 building phase was

the Tannenberg concert organ, oullt by David Tannenberg

of Lititz, Pennsylvania, It is an unusally fire organ,
considered to be one of the finest of its type in Virginia.
The keys on the keyboard are inversely colored; the
standard white keys are instead made of black ebony, and
the standard black keys are made of ivory. The remarkably
robust sound produced with only eight stops adds another
special quality to Hebren's distinctiveness.

-y

The history of Hebtron Church chrcnicles a process

of organic growth and continuous modification. The
churcn bullding has teen siznifigantly modified in the
five or six building campaigns that span two centuries,
The historical "purity” of Febron's colcnial heritage
may be questioned as a result, Zui ore may argue persuasive-
ly that the cultural richness of the church 1s more

- . honestly expressed in the eclectic bullding today.
- The continuous use ¢f the church since its 1740 dedication
. proves tnat 1t has successfully resporded to the charnzing
nreedsg and tastes of 1ts congregavion for over ten

zanerations,
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CHAIN OF TITLE

Tne following is the chnain of title to the
property on which Kebron Churcn was built, and for the
structure as well following its construction 1in 1740, Leed
records can %e found at the Clerx's 0ffice, madison County
Courthouse, Nadlson, with the one exception of the original
1739 deed which 1s on record 1in the Clerk's 0ffice, County
of Orange, Qrange, Virginia. Eacn deed 1s referenced by

ither Deed Book (J3) or rlat book (FkB) followed by the
volume numcer and rpage,

1735, July 21, 0z 3-290
grantor: Thomas [Farmer
grantee: Hebron Lutheran Churcnh,
michael Jlore, trustee

‘Thomas Farmer...granted to wichael (Jlore
that tract of land by estimation six
nundred and eighty-five acres...at the
price of five snillings sterling...”

1870, April 19, DB 23-137 . -
gsrantor: L. Carpenter and #ife and Children
grantee: Hebron Lutheran Churcn

What for and in consideration of the sum of
three tnousand dollars...in trust for the
use and venefit of the aforesaia churcn,

and as and for a residence for the ministers
and pastors thereof...a certain traci of -
the late Zphraim Carrpenter, and including
the mansion nouse,.."

1382, Jan. 17, 33 258-303 _
granter: J.C. Crigler and wife
Zrantee: Hercron Lutneran Church

"...ln consideration of the sum of one dollar,
Zrant unto sald trustees of Hevron Lutneran
Churcn...a certain parcel of land lying .
South and West of the road leading to said
church..."” ' L -
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1906’ FEb. 21’ DB ja-u’bb .
grantor: H.3. Fray and wife
grantee: Hebron Lutheran Church

"That in consideration of the sum of one
hundred and forty three dollars the
parties...do grant...a certain tract of
land...adjoining the Lutheran Church Lot.
Said lot hereby conveyed 1s to be used

as a cemetary, wnich shall be under the
control of trustees of above mentioned
church."”

1917, July 10, UB 43-4051
grantor: H.B. Fray and wife
grantee: Hebron Lutheran Church

"That in consideration of the sum of two
hundred and forty dollars...the said
rarties do grant...their rigat, title,
and Interest in two certain lots adjoining
the lands of saic Church lot and Cemetary.

1930, Oct. 24, DB 50-137 (Contract)
grantor: “adison rower Co., Inc.
grantee: nepron iutheran Church

"The sald party of the first part agrees
to construct, orerate, and maintalin g
service line from the furniture factory
of E.A. Clore and Son to...the Hebron
Lutheran Church.,.and the sald parties
of the second gart hereby agree 10 pay
a minlmum said monthly charge of six
dollars per month..."

195%, April 9, F5 3-204
grantor: Rampson EB. Fray and wife
grantee: Hebtron Lutheran Church

Hebron Cemetary map, drawn vy Charles
Hawkins on the &étn of March, 1945,
showing schedule of grave sites, lot
numbers, and family plots.
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1957, Qex. 23, 08 74-4%857 and r3 4-113
‘ grantor: Claude L. Yowell and wife
grantee: Hebron Lutheran Church

"In consideration of the sum of one
dollar...the parties...grant that
certain tract of land...containing
3,687 acres, more or less...The parties
of the first part reserve unto them-
selves.,.a right of way 20 feet wide...
aleng the North side of the Cemetary
and thence in a Southernly direction
alowg the Church outlet to the rublic
road.

1967, Mar, 10, D5 91-291
grantor: [kt, risgah Lutheran Church
Charlie Tanner, trustee
grantee:; EFebron Lutheran Church

"Charlie Laﬂner, sole surviving Trustee
of Mt. Fisgan Lutheran Cnurch...srart

. Two cortlauous tracts of land situated
in Rarpidan sagisterial District of
mad1son County...tract no, ! containing
21/40 of an acre...tract no. 2 contain-
ing 22 perches,,., The above two tracts
of land comprise all the lands owned oy
the Nt, Fkisgah Lutheran Church.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIFTION

General Description

Hebron Lutheran Church 1is a heavy timber frame,
clapboarded, one and one-half story structure
with gable roofs, The church was originally reca
tangular in plan, fifty feet long by tweniy-six
feet wide by thirty feet high. A small vestry,
nine by thirteen feet extended from the center
of the northern wall,

In 12302 a southern wing (nave) was added which gave
the church iits present snape., A Tannenoerg ccncert
organ was 1nstalled in the gallery of the new wing

at this time, In the late 1%th century a low plaster
ceiling was hung beneath the roof rafters. Decorative
frescoes were painted on the new flat celiing and
other Victorian detallings, such as the ornate gas-
lamps, transformed the once-colonial appearance of
the church,

The building has undergone several rennovations

and alterations in its 240 year history., The latest
ma jor work done in 1961 was to replace the clap-
voarding on the exterior, remove the unstaoie rock
foundation and replace it with concrete block and
orick veneer, and finally tc redesign the chancel
in thes manner of its original c¢olonial agppearance.
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Exterior Description

Overall dimensions: The church measures 72'C" along
the north-south axis and 50'2" along the east-west
axis. The transept wings extend 11'10" east and
west of the nave, The wings are 26'5" wide., The
apex of the roof measures 31°'0" from ground level
(on the north) or 30'0" when measured from the
top of the foundation or the beglnnlng of the clap-
boarding.

Foundations: The original stone foundation, from
stones found in the Robinson River, was replaced
with concrete block and brick veneer in 1361,

The height of the foundation varies from 10" along
the nortn to 18" along the south. The brick veneer
is laid in alternating stretcher courses.

Zxterior Wall Sheathing: The heavy timber skeleton
frame of the walls are covered with horizonal c¢lap-
uoardlng. The averaze exposure of the clapboarding o
is S53". The thickness of the clapooard at the overlap
is L", Corner boards extend from the foundation
to the return at the eave, The sheathing was re- -
placed as recently as 1961 and painted with white
enamel. .

Structural System: The framing is heavy-tlmber
post and stud, with studs every 2%" C.C.. The
two summer beams that span the wiath of the
tranSept measure 8" wiae by 12" deep, with tenons
extending £" into the end opeams.
The southern wing, constructed in 1:C2, is puilt
of machine-sawn timbers. Its Irame was covered
by The subsequent pilaster ceiling anrnd 15 not open
to view now, ' '

Forches: Four brick porches extend frox each of the
four elevations. The major entrance pores on the :
soutnern elevation and the two side perches on the
east and west nave slender metal handrails and
Victorian lanterns to the left and rizht of the _
doudle doors, The simple small porch on the north
elevation that leads into the vesiry is without:
rails or larterns,

The picket fence which once encircled the church
(see fphoto #3%1) was removed in the late 1930's,
However, three carriage platforms on the south, o .
east, and west sections of the lawn have s"”vived.'
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Chimney: A single chimney rises atove the small vestry
behind the chancel wall, The chlﬂney measures 3'8" wide
by 2'6" deep at its base and 2'6" by 2'6" from its

midpoint upward, where there is a kick from the east

side, The fireplace at the cnimney's base was ovlocked-up
and walled-over during the 1962 vuilding campaizn when
forced-air heating was added for the first time.

The large round stones used in the chimney construction
(and also the cemetary wall) were taken from the
Robinson River nearby. A metal rod braces tnhne chimney
at its midpoint and is supported from its mooring on
the trancept roof.

Windows and Shutters: Tha wirdows are of two pasic types;
eilther nine bJ nine lights for the larze (&4'3" wide by
€'7" hizh) windows, or Tsix bty six llvfts for the small
(2'7" wide by L*'3" nign) windcows., 411 of the windows
have sliding wooden sash and atte“tua*ed Tuntins 3/4"
wide. The Su rounds are simple box mouldings w*tn an
inset shutter stcp moulding. The fixed lcouvered shutters
have bteen removaed and put into storzge, The metal
shutter catches remain atiached to the claptoarding
outside the window Irzmec

Roof: The roof 1s azlmost i:l in slope, measuring 43 de-
zrees instead of the *rue 43 degrees. mMost likxely, the
roof nas deflected slightly in its long life. At the
eaves the roof k;c?s out approximately 10 degrees. The
original suc*oo: ing survives, but the rool surface 1t-
seli has veen replaced ceveral times, Thne ©ost recent
PeourLaCLHC in 1262 callad for a standing seam metal
roof painted in a flat forest green. The Cox cornice,

ogee moulding, and abctreviated returns date from the
*ate 13th century.

+
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Interior Description

Floor plans: A small basement measuring 6°'5" by
©2'3" contains the heating and ventilation system
for the cnurcn, It 1s entered from a bulkhead on
the west elevatlcn, '

The ground floor of the chnurch is "7" shaped in
plan, Douvtle doors on the south, east, and west
elevations enter into the sanctuary. The awkward
placement of the gallery columns set the aisle of
the transcept off-center by about two feet, A
disappearing door or the chancel wzll leads to the
vestry on the north expesure, The three galleries
on the south, ezst, and west are reached via

steep coerner stairs below each galliery.

Stalrway: The stairg to the £ast and west galleries
rise gradually t2 a midway landina (6" rise, 10" _
tread), but btecome much steepe (3" rise, 6" tread) -

as they approach the gzllery level Tre stairs
lzading to the organ ga_+erj are different in that
fan-shaped treadsare used to turn the corner,and the
slope of the urper segment 1s not as savere, All

of the stairs are made of yellcow pine stalned dark
brown. —_—

Flooring: The original flooring at the zZrounad level
nas been realaccc at least two times., In 19t2 the
floor was T'ela,recl with 23" wide strips of tongue _
and groove yellow pine, The ga-;ery]m y still reualn"-
its original floor, though this could rot oe verlflec.
Random sizes of zged yell ¥ pine fiocor co ras.
{up to 18" iIn width) were used in the gallery floor.
Walls and Cellings: Walls and ceiling are plaater
en iath, except in the modern vesiry addition
where gypsum board was used, Fainted wainscoting
trims the interior walls to a height of 43", :
Bolection moulding form a chairrail and. oaseboara
edge alorng the wainscoting.

The plaster ceiling decorated with Cddenino's _
frescoes show:signs of deterioration in the crack-
ing plaster and szg:in some of the panals. The

future of these murals will soon bte in jecpardy, '
if no effort 1s made to stabllize thelr progre881vej’
collapse, :

Doorways and Doors: The present-day doors date from - -
the early 20th century. They are all of the same: o
size and type, wilth simple moulded archltrave and




Hebron Lutheran Church page 1k
HABS No. VA-411

a single panal inset’'each door, circumscribed
with a2 beaded moulding. The doutle door on the
west entrance has been unable to keep storm water
from entering the sanctuary, which has caused
water damage to sections of the floorboards and
carpet.

Interior trim: The chamfering and entasis of the
columns under tne east and west galleries are the
best visable examples of colonlal craftsmanship
that have survived. Most of the remaining trim-
work dates back to alterations made during the
Victorian era, such as the edge beads and half-
round engravings of the summer beams, Those
mouldings found in the chancel today are conjectur-
ings as to what the colonial chancel may have looked
likey and are not based on any evidence found in the
church,

The hewn shipwright's roof truss, with its intricate-
ly carved and notched mortise and tenon connections,has
stood for zlmost 250 years as a testament to the
quality of its design and construction., Because of

its unique configuration and its historical signi-
figance the roof truss deserves to be brought bdack

into view, Jjust as it was for the first 140 years

of the church's history.

A conflict exists between the shipwrignt's roof
truss and the Qddenino frescoes, as the latter
obgscuresg the former, AS both are worthy of pres-
ervation,perhaps a compromise could be reached
whereby the panals are brought down to receive
reinforcement oacking and then rehung on the east
and west walls of the transept. This solution
would leave both the frescoes and the roof truss
intact and o¢open to view.
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Site and Surroundings

Orientation and Setting: The major axis of the
church's nave runs south to north from the
front entrance towards the chancel. The ori-
ginal axis of the 1740 church was east to west,
as the current trancept now lies,

The site of the church is off of Route 638,
about 1% miles north of the town of Madison,
The site 1s 500 feet above sea level with the
surrounding hills rising to 3500 feet,

Farmland surrourds Hebron Church in all direc-
tions. Hebron's cemetary lies across the road . -
to the south about fifty feet, The churchschool
obuilding stands due east of the church, aligned
along the east-west axis of the church's tran-
t.ept, ' _ .

PROJECT INFORMATION
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